16 Sep 08
TO:  ASC Committee on Curriculum and Instruction
FROM:  Air Force ROTC, Air Science Department
Proposal for an Air Science Minor

Introduction:  

Air Force ROTC students at The Ohio State University work hard to become leaders in the United States Air Force.  Ultimately they receive a commission, but no academic recognition is given for the challenging coursework they have completed.  

Purpose:

We here in the Air Science Department feel that students deserve the academic recognition they have earned.  On average, students complete approximately 24 Air Science credit hours.  This figure does not include a rigorous four week Field Training Exercise, twice weekly Physical Training sessions every quarter, and various other activities required to become an officer in the United States Air Force.  Most of these courses do not apply towards their College Major, so as a result students receive no academic recognition for completion of this rigorous program.  In light of these facts, we recommend that the university approve this Air Science Minor.  

Curriculum:

In keeping with university directives, students must complete the following prerequisites to the minor:
AS 101*
The Foundations of the United States Air Force-I

1 CH

AS 102*
The Foundations of the United States Air Force-II

1 CH

AS 103*
The Foundations of the United States Air Force-III

1 CH

*  = Students can also receive credit by attending an extended academic session sponsored by AFROTC during their summer Field Training.
Students must then complete 21 credit hours from the following course listing in order to earn a Minor in Air Science:

AS 201
The History of Air Power (1880 – 1945)


1 CH

AS 202
The History of Air Power (1946 – 1989)


1 CH

AS 203
The History of Air Power (1990 – 2007)


1 CH

AS 301
Air Force Leadership Studies-I



3 CH

AS 302
Air Force Leadership Studies-II



3 CH

AS 303
Air Force Leadership Studies-III



3 CH

AS 401
National Security Affairs




3 CH

AS 402
Regional Area Studies





3 CH

AS 403
Active Duty Issues





3 CH

These courses deal specifically with the Air Force’s structure, history, and approach towards organizational leadership, problem solving skills, National Security and are designed to enhance every aspect of a student’s understanding of these principles and techniques.  In addition, to receive the minor of Air Science, students must achieve a grade of C- or higher in each course in the minor and an overall 2.0 GPA in the minor.

Enrollment:
Typically there are approximately 150 students enrolled in Air Science courses.  We feel that this Minor would attract approximately twenty-five additional students per year.  

Implementation:

The Council on Academic Affairs already approved the Minor in Air Science (see attached letter) and 12 of our 27 Spring 08 graduates were able to successfully receive the minor in time for graduation.  Our goal this year is that all 29 projected graduates are able to receive the minor if they meet the academic requirements outlined above.    









// signed //








WILLIAM D. HOLL, Capt, USAF

                                                                                     Education Officer

